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downloading
this guide! Your wedding
ing journey just got easier.

u'll find eﬁtiol advice

n budqgming t
ct venue, choosing the rig
vendors, and creating a
memorable atmosphere—all
designed to ease the stress of
planning and amplify the joy of
your engagement.

With a straightforward wedding
timeline and easy-to-use
checklists, you'll stay organized
and focused on what truly
matters: celebrating your love and
preparing for your special doy.. b

This guide is your roadmap to a

beautiful, stress-free wedding

that reflects your story. Happy
planning, and here's to your :

Best Day Ever!




CHAPTER 1

Budgeting for Your
Wedding

A wedding budget demands meticulous planning
and a shared vision for your special day.



Budgeting for Your Wedding

The foundation of a seamless and enjoyable wedding planning
journey begins with a well-structured budget. The process of
creating a wedding budget is crucial because it directly influences
every decision you make for your big day.

Start by discussing with your partner what aspects of your wedding
are most important to both of you. This conversation will help you
understand where to allocate more funds and where you can scale
back.

You'll need to:

e Allocate Your Budget Effectively
e Track Expenses and Stay on Course

Allocate Your Budget Effectively

Break down the overall budget into detailed categories, this
includes the venue, catering, attire, photography, and decor.

Assigning a specific percentage of your total budget to each category helps in
maintaining a balanced distribution of funds. For instance, the venue and catering
often consume the largest portion of the budget, so plan these first and adjust the
others accordingly.

Be mindful to set aside a contingency fund, typically around 10% of your total budget,
for unexpected expenses. This proactive approach prevents last-minute financial
stress and allows flexibility as your wedding planning progresses.

Plan Your Dream Wedding Within Budget —


https://zionsprings.com/blog/wedding-cost/

WEDDING COST DISTRIBUTION

Venue & Catering

Track Expenses and Stay on Course

Tracking spending when booking vendors or making
purchases is crucial for successfully staying on budget.

Couples should communicate throughout this process to ensure alignment with the
financial aspect of wedding planning.

Utilize budgeting tools or spreadsheets to monitor expenses and adjust allocations as
needed.

Setting a realistic budget and sticking to it allows for a journey towards the big day
without the burden of financial strain, turning the wedding into not only a memorable
event but also a financially responsible celebration

WEDDING COSTS CHECKLIST



https://zionsprings.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/What-Does-a-Wedding-Cost.pdf

CHAPTER 2

Choosing the Right
Wedding Venue

A perfect venue requires a blend of vision and
planning, setting the stage for an unforgettable day.



Choosing the Right Wedding Venue

The venue choice is a critical step that shapes the entire wedding
day, reflecting the couple's personality and vision, whether it be a
quaint rustic barn, a grand elegant ballroom, or a tranquil beachfront
setting.

It's crucial to consider the venue's capacity to ensure it can
comfortably accommodate the guest list, as well as its availability on
the desired date.

The logistics, such as the layout for the ceremony, and reception,
along with the accessibility for guests, are key to ensuring a smooth
and enjoyable experience for everyone involved.

You'll need to:

e Plan the Budget to Get the Best Value
e Match the Venue to Your Wedding Style

Plan the Budget to Get the Best Value

The venue's price can take up a big part of the wedding
budget, so it's important to clarify what the rental fee covers.

Some venues offer all-inclusive packages that cover catering, decorations, and audio-
visual equipment, which can simplify planning and potentially save money.

However, if the venue only provides the space, the couple must account for the
additional costs of hiring external vendors for catering, decor, entertainment, lighting,
and sound. Negotiating with the venue about what's included and understanding the
fine print in the contract can prevent unexpected expenses and ensure the couple gets
the best value for their investment.



Match the Venue to Your Wedding Style

No matter the type of wedding - traditional or modern - the
venue should enhance the theme and set the right mood.

Visiting the venue in person, at the time of day the wedding is to occur, offers
invaluable insights into how the space feels and looks, helping to visualize the event.

It's also a good idea to ask for pictures from past weddings and talk to people who
have used it before. This way, you can be sure the venue can handle your needs.

With careful consideration and thorough research, choosing the right venue becomes
a joyful step in bringing the wedding vision to life,

WEDDING VENUE CHECKLIST

Find Your Perfect Wedding Venue —


https://zionsprings.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Wedding-Venue-Checklist-2.pdf
https://zionsprings.com/blog/choose-wedding-venue/

CHAPTER 3

Wedding Vendor
Selection

Choosing the right wedding vendors requires a
blend of strategic selection with personal flair.



Wedding Vendor Selection

Selecting the right wedding vendors involves choosing a team that
matches your style, vision, and budget.

With careful selection and collaboration, each vendor plays a part in
creating a seamless and unforgettable celebration, allowing you to
enjoy your special day without worry.

You'll need to:

e Build Your Wedding Day Dream Team
e Navigate Vendor Selection with Confidence

Build Your Wedding Day Dream Team

The vendor selection is a critical component of a wedding,
often dictating the vision and style of the event.

Couples should seek vendors who can contribute to the atmosphere of their
celebration, from musicians and DJs who set the mood with their music to planners
who streamline the entire process.

Unless you're using an all-inclusive venue, consider including the following vendors:

e Caterers

* Bar & beverage

* Florals & decor

e Furniture & tableware rentals
e Entertainment

e Lighting & sound

e Transportation

Invitations

Officiant

Photographer & videographer
Wedding planner

Start with recommendations from friends and family, then use online reviews and
social media to find vendors who fit your aesthetic.

Attend expos for direct interaction and ensure reliability by checking references and
understanding contracts.

Interviews and meetings help confirm a vendor's ability to bring your vision to life. The
aim is to partner with vendors who are committed to making your day memorable.
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Navigate Vendor Selection with Confidence

Choosing the right vendors is more than just ticking boxes; it
involves building relationships and ensuring a mutual
understanding of your vision and expectations.

Couples should have a clear plan for choosing their wedding vendors to make sure
everything goes smoothly from planning to the big day. Here are some guidelines:

Understand Your Contracts: Treat vendor agreements as the start of a
collaborative relationship, not just a formality. Fully grasping contract details builds
a foundation of trust and ensures clear communication.

Balance Cost and Quality: While keeping an eye on your budget, remember the
value that seasoned professionals bring. Investing in quality vendors means every
aspect of your wedding will be handled with expertise.

Secure Top Choices Early: The best vendors book quickly, especially during peak
wedding seasons. Start your search early to have your pick of top professionals,
allowing for personalized planning and consultations.

Explore Our Comprehensive Vendor Guide —


https://zionsprings.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Wedding-Vendor-Checklist.pdf
https://zionsprings.com/blog/how-to-choose-wedding-vendors/

CHAPTER 4

Lights, Camera,
Celebration

A radiant celebration requires the perfect mix of
lighting, music, and memorable moments.



Lights, Camera Celebration

Personalizing wedding entertainment is becoming increasingly
popular, as couples aim to create memorable experiences that reflect
their love story.

It's not just about the music or the performers; the ambiance set by
your lighting choices plays a significant role in bringing your wedding
to life.

You'll need to:

e Choose Your Entertainment Style
e Prioritize Smooth Entertainment Planning

Choose Your Entertainment Style

From the moment guests arrive until the last dance, the right
entertainment can transform your celebration.

To set the perfect mood for your wedding, start by picking great music and
entertainment, like live bands or DJs with playlists you can customize. Adding fun
options like these can make your day even more special:

e Photo Booths: Offer a fun way for guests to capture memories together.
 Live Painters: Create lasting artwork of your celebration in real-time.
e Custom Drink Stations: Guests can create personalized cocktails or mocktails.

Lighting significantly shapes the mood and atmosphere of your wedding. Options
such as fairy lights for a romantic ambiance, LED lights for a contemporary feel,
lanterns for warmth, and carnival lights on the dance floor can magically transform
any space.


https://zionsprings.com/digital-studio/

Prioritize Smooth Entertainment Planning

Selecting the perfect entertainment options transforms your
wedding into an epic celebration.

Regardless of your entertainment choice, ensure your venue is fully equipped to
handle the specific technical and logistical demands of your chosen entertainment.

e Venue Compatibility: Confirm that the venue has the necessary space and
infrastructure to support your entertainment, including stage areas, and dance
floors.

e Technical Requirements: Discuss the electrical needs, sound systems, lighting
setups, and any other technical specifications with your vendors to avoid last-
minute surprises.

e Plan the Schedule: Work out when your entertainers will set up and pack up, so
everything's ready to go when your guests arrive.

e Mind the Rules: Some places have rules about noise or when the party has to stop.

By keeping these points in mind, you can make sure your entertainment fits perfectly
into your big day.

Elevate Your Wedding with Unforgettable Entertainment —


https://zionsprings.com/blog/wedding-entertainment-guide/

CHAPTER 5

Wedding Planning
Timeline and Checklist

A step-by-step guide on what to do from the
moment of engagement up to the wedding day.



Wedding Planning Timeline and
Checklist

A focused and organized strategy is required when planning a
wedding, adaptable to any timeline, whether it's the rapid pace of a
few months or the traditional year.

The first step involves setting a clear vision for the wedding,
including choosing a date, determining a budget, and drafting an
initial guest list.

These initial choices set the stage for everything else, like picking the
right venue and getting the best caterers, photographers, and
entertainers. Starting on these tasks early helps you lock in what you
want and can also save you money.

You'll need to:

e Focus on Details and Aesthetics
e Final Preparations and Stress Management

Focus on Details and Aesthetics

As wedding planning moves forward into the middle phase,
paying close attention to details becomes essential.

The focus shifts to the finer aspects such as attire, invitations, and the wedding
registry. This period is crucial for finalizing the aesthetic elements of the wedding,
including theme, color scheme, and decor. It's also a time to start considering the
logistical arrangements for guests.

Communication with vendors should be ongoing to confirm details and adjust plans
as necessary, ensuring that your vision for the day is coming together cohesively.

Stay Organized from Yes to | Do —


https://zionsprings.com/blog/plan-wedding-12-months/
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Final Preparations and Stress Management

The last stage leading up to the wedding is dedicated to final
confirmations and adjustments.

This includes final dress fittings, confirming RSVPs, and finalizing the day-of timeline
with vendors and the wedding party.

Stress management during this phase is crucial, as is maintaining open
communication with your partner and support network. The goal is not just to create a
perfect day, but to celebrate the beginning of a lifetime together.

Good planning, caring about what's important to both of you, and being ready for any
surprises, can be a fun and special time leading up to saying "l do."

WEDDING TIMELINE CHECKLIST


https://zionsprings.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/12-month-wedding-timeline-checklist.pdf
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WEDDING SCHEDULE A
PACKAGES Lo TOUR



https://zionsprings.com/
https://zionsprings.com/schedule-a-tour/

